CONt^^ENTlAL RJECORD SHEET 
REGISTRATION , SUBSCRIPTION AND STATISTICAL SERVICE^ APPENDIX A 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

date May 15, 1987 



n • J %a n t n , . SOCIAL SECURITY 

full name Payid MacQonald , Rank i n number 

(No initials if you can possibly get full name) 
ADDRESS ^ij^y 1 " P P 



city Adelphi stat e Maryland ZIP C0DE 20783 

DATE OF BIRTH 10/ /58 (This is important and shou ld be exact) 

APPROXIMATE AGE 28 (To be used 0NLY when date Qf birth ig ^ knQWn } 

religion Methodist nationality American 



occupation Manager, 



education High School/ Some co llege (University of Maryland) 

weight 170-180 heigh t 6' 0-6'!" race Caucasian 

color of hai r Blonde, Sandy Brown color of eyes_ 

outstanding characteristics or interests Hunting 



married or single Single children None 



(Number, ages, and names, if possible) 

name of spouse None 

SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 

2*111-1 CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED 

Troop 740 College Park Maryland SA, SM 

special recognition Vigil Honor in the Order of the Arro w : EaalP ^VUt 

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 



SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND LIST ATTAC HED 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATS ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION )~ 



DNF1DHNT1AL 

JL '01987 
F. STAROH 



RS-509 
4/14/83-nah 



H0V0 617 
JOSEPH L ANGLIM 



Signed 




SCOUT EXECUTIVE 



Council National Capital Area 



CONF013627 



March 19, 1991 



Mr. Ronnie L- Carroll 
Scout Executive 

National Capital Area Council, No. 82 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: DAVID H. RANKIN 

Dear Ron: 

A recent check of our Ineligible Volunteer File against the National Eagle 
Scout Association indicated that the above named individual is presently a 
member of NESA. 

This individual is listed on our Ineligible Volunteer File and will not be 
permitted to register with the Boy Scouts of America. We wanted you to be 
aware of this, so that the Individual cannot participate in any activities 
with the council, simply because he is a member of NESA, He should not 
participate in any leadership capacity or assume any responsibility in the Boy 
Scouts of America. He could participate as a parent 1f he has a son or 
daughter involved. 

We wanted to make you aware of this, so you would not involve him. Let us 
know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

n IS Y^ V 

Paul Ernst, Director \f^" x 

Registration and Statistical Service ,^00 

eko 



cc: Charles D. Ball, Northeast Region, 
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National Capital Area Council 

Boy Scouts of America 

9190 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 • 301 530-9360 



February 11, 1988 



Mr. Paul I. Ernst 

Director of Registration 

National Office, Boy Scouts of America 

1325 Walnut Hill Lane 

Irving, Texas 75038 



Dear Paul: 

The enclosed newspaper articles of February 9, 1988 from the Washington 
Post, the Montgomery Journal, and the Prince George <s Journal are provided for 
the David M. Rankin file. The articles are self explanatory. 




Paul R. Davis, Jr. 
Scout Executive 



PFD: jbp 
Enclosure 



Senng thm Youtfi ot Wasfungton, O.C.. <mcf S***c<**n Surwuntng Counom of Mafytsnd and Vkyn* 
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MdrMan Gets! 5 Tears f orChild Abuse 



_ SENTENCE, From Bl 

of , .1 counts, with the sentences 
to run concurrently for a total. pris- 
on term of 15 years. • 

"I honestly find this troubling 
case to be overwhelming/' Johnson 
said, "and Tfind the offenses that 
were committed with these young 
boys absolutely incredible, 

"It cries out for punishment/' the 
judge continued. "It cries out for de- 
terrence." 

The case against Rankin, an Ea- 
gle Scout and an honorably dis- 
charged Marine, spurred the Na- 
tional Capital Area Council Boy 
Scouts of America to come up with 
a new plan to help prevent child 
abuse in scout units. 

The Boy Scouts of America had 
already maintained a comoucerized 
reference system that lists more 
than 2,000 former Boy Scout lead- 
ers who have had problems ranging 
from alcoholism to inability to man- " 
<ige funds, but not ail names make it 
into the system. 

The plan, released Dec, 15, did 
not - 11 for any new screening of 
B03M it volunteers. Instead, it * 
empru^zed adherence to the Scout 
Oach— M to keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake and morally 
straight"— and self-monitoring of 
behavior by scout leaders. 

Rankin was arrested May 11, af- 
ter the father of one of the victims 
notified officials o£ the National 
capital Area Council, 

About six months before that, 
;aid Assistant State's Attorney 



Thomas McManus, the father ar- 
rived earlier than planned to pick up 
his son from a scout meeting and 
thought he saw Rankin playing with 
his son's genital area. The father 
waited before notifying officials, 
McManus said, because his son de- 
nied for several months that any* 
thing had happened. 

Rankin had led Troop 740 for 
five years before his arrest last 
spring. Eight of the incidents oc- 
curred with scouts ages 14 to 16 
during the weekly troop meetings 
at a hall adjacent to Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church* in College Park. 
Three other incidents occurred at 
an overnight camping trip with the 
troop in Charles County. All of them 
happened between early 1985 and 
February 1987. 

Rankin "had a clear sense from 
the beginning that what he was do- 
ing was wrong/' McManus said. 

"Some of the victims can talk 
about it with openness and candid- 
ness/' McManus said. 'They don't 
appear to be emotionally scarred, at 
least not on the surface. But others 
. among the victims will be scarred 
for the rest of their lives/ 

A psychiatrist and a psychologist 
who have been counseling and treat- 
ing Rankin since last summer con- 
cluded that Rankin suffered from a 
poor self-image and became in- 
volved in scouting "-where he would 
be accepted and could excel," said 
Joseph DePaui, Rankin's attorney. 
The crimes were committed, ac- 
cording to DePaui's reading of the 
health professionals' evaluation of 



Rankin, to bolster his self-esteem; 
^ Judge Johnson said that Rankin 
violated the trust parents have in 
organizations such as the Boy 
, .Scouts to help shape their children, 
"I can recall personally the influ- 
ences that the scoutmaster had on 
me/' he said, To have that trust vi- 
olated to the extent that you vio- 
lated it cannot be condoned, cannot 
be explained away by a sense of low 
self-esteem," 




av c. uwoon— tx Washington poj: 

Bankin, left, before Judge Johnson, who called the crime "absolutely incredible/' 
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A4THE MONTGOMERY JOURNAL TUESDAY; FE3RUAAY 9, 1988 




Ex-Scout leader 
lets 1 5-year term 
for abusing boys 



UPPER MARLBORO 
former Boy Scout leader faces 
1 5 years in prison for sexually abus- 
ing eight teen-age troop members in 
Prince George's and Charles 
counties. 

Circuit Judge G.R. Hovey Johnson 
yesterday sentenced David McDon- 
ald Rankin co 15-year sentences for 
each of 1 1 counts of child abuse and 
specified that they should run con- 
currently, according to Che Prince 
Georges state's attorney's office. 

Rankin, 29, was scoutmaster of 
Troop 740 of Holy Redeemer Catho- 
lic Church in College Park when he 
was taken into custody last May 11. 

The arrest came six months after a 
father who had arrived early to pick 
up his son from a meeting saw Ran- 
kin fondling the boy, said Assistant 
State's Attorney Thomas McManus. 

The son of the man who witnessed 
the abuse denied for several months 
. that anything had happened, 
McManus said. 

Rankin toid the scouts the sex acts 
were part of initiation into a special 
group within the croop called "The 
Rowdies." 

Rankin, pieaded guilty in Novem- 
ber to eight counts of child abuse in 
Prince George's County. 
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tx-Scout 
leader to 
do time 

By LARRY PERL " 

Journal sialtwnter 

Caning it a crime that "cries out for pun- 
ishment," Circuit Court Judge G.R. Hovey 
Johnson sentenced a former Scoutmaster in 
College Park to 15 years in prison for sexu- 
ally abusing 1 1 youths under his care. 

"I was a Boy Scout," Judge Johnson toid 
the former Scoutmaster, David MacDonald 
Rankin, during sentencing yesterday, "I 
find the offense that was committed against 
these boys to be absolutely incredible ... It 
cries outfor deterrent," 

Rankin, 23, of Adelphi, apologized and 
asked the judge for "whatever leniency you 
see fit" 

"I never intended to harm anyone/' Ran- 
kin said, "I have repented," 

His attorney, Joseph DePaul, asked for a 
sentence of probation with psychiatric 
counseling, arguing that Rankin has no pri- 
or criminal record, is "remorseful" and is 
being treated by two psychiatrists who cite 
improvement 

But Johnson said prosecutors were "ex- 
tremely lenient" in accepting a plea bargain 
agreement under which Rankin would serve 
no more than 15 years in prison. 

Rankin could have received a maximum 
1 65 years without the agreement. 

Assistant State's Attorney Thomas 
McManus said he accepted the agreement 
because of Rankin's clean record and imme- 
diate guilty pleas. McManus also dropped 
other charges against Rankin. • 

But he said Rankin "manipulated" his 
victims and ' 'used their youthful desires and 
blossoming sexuality ... for his own sexual 
gratirlcation." 

Rankin was indicted last June on 32 
counts of sexual child abuse and other relat- 
ed sexual offenses in 12 separate incidents 
between September 1985 and April 1987 
involving eight members of his Scout troop. 
Three additional sexual child abuse charges 
were added a week after the indictments. 

According to police, Rankin admitted that 
he had been sexually involved with the 
Scouts. 

Rankin, a former Boy Scout had been ac- 
tive in his church and was honorably dis- 
charged from the Marines Corps after an 
injury. 

Johnson said it was "extremely difficult" 
to decide upon a sentence because of Ran- 
kin's clean record. But he said Rankin com- 
mitted crimes against young boys who are 
impressionable. "I can recall the influence 
that the Scoutmaster had on us," he said of 
his Boy Scout days. 
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National Capital Area Council 

Boy Scouts of America 

9190 Wisconsin Avenue, Sethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 • 301 530-9360 



Mr. Paul I. Ernst 
Director of Registration 
Sum No- S-108 

National Office, Bey Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75038-3096 

Dear Paul: 

The enclosed article from the Washington Post is provided for the David M. 
Rankin file. The article is self explanatory. 

Be assured that I will keep you posted on further developments. 




PRD: jfcp 
Enclosure 

cc: Kenneth W. Davis, NE Area 6 Director 

Debra C. Duhs, Asst. Dr. Insurance and Risk Management 
Carl L. Gell, General Counsel, N-C.A.C. 




Serving th* Youtft oi Washington, O.C., and S*Y9nta*n Surrvuncang Count** oi Marytond and Vfrgmta 
M*mt>*r A^^ocy oi United Wry of th« Mattooal Caqttai An* 

UnrtwJ Gfvwrs Fund: Fr*0*nc)aourg / Sfwcryfvw** / Stafford • UnrtwJ W«y oi Fmdanck Courrry. Inc. • United W*y at Cafcwrt County 
Qarxgrwi Unrmo Givwrs Fund, Inc: ♦ Unrtmd Way ot Cuk»p«r. Inc • M«on# Coco* Owwcwtm** and Education Command Unrtad Fund 
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November 17, 1987 
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November 10, 7987 



Mr. Paul Davis 
Scout Executive 

National Capital Area Council, No. 82 
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: David McDonald Rankin 
Dear Paul : 



Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

PE/mdw 



cc: Northeast Region £ 



x? ^ , x 




National Capital Area Council 

Boy Scouts of America 

9190 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 • 301 530-9360 



October 21, 1987 



Mr. Paul I. Ernst 
Director of Registration 
SIM No, 108 

National Office, Boy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75038 

Dear Paul: 



Enclosed report related to David M. Rankin (Troop 740) was received today 
from the Prince George's County Department of Social Services. This reoort is 
furnished for your "confidential" file. 

We have been informed that David Rankin has pleaded guilty to one or more 
charges of sexual abuse. Sentencing is scheduled for mid-November. I will 
send you additional details and information as received- 



Sinc^r£ly>| 




Paul R. Davis, Jr. 
Scout Executive 



PRD: jbp 



cc: Kenneth W, Davis, Area 6 Director 

Debra C. Duhs, Asst. Dr. Insurance and Risk Management 
Carl L. Gell, General Counsel, N.C.A.C. 
David K. Park, National Legal Counsel 

Edward G, Underwccd, Director of Field Service, N.C.A-C. 
Dr. Thomas W. Weir, Task Force Chairman 



Serving m* Youth of Washington, O.C., and Sfr w u — n Surrounding Counoee oi Maiyiand and Virgin 
M*fnb*r Agfxrf of United Way of th« Nation** CipttaJ Anm 

Urwtad Gmcs Fund: Frndencksourg / Spotsytvmnm / StaJton • Unrtad Way oi Fradent* County, !nc • United W«v of Caivaft County 
Un,t«o w«y Unrted Givwra Fund, inc. • United Way oi Cuipwr. Inc. • Manna Corpe Oavatopmant and Education Command United Fund 
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Final Report of Protective 
Services Investigation of 
Boy Scout Troop 1740 



Submitted by: Prince George's County Department of Social Services 

Protective Services for Children, Area II ^ er " ces 



CONF013641 



FINAL REPORT 
Boy Scout Troop *740 
On May 12, 'l S87 the Department of Social Services received a 
referral alleging on-going, inappropriate sexual behavior between a 
bey scout member of troop S 740 and an adult troop leader. UD0 „ 
receipt of the initial referral, the Department of Social Services 
notified the state's attorney's office, Mrs. Carol Pagen of social 
Serv.ces Administration, Audrey Sutton, Deputy Director and Mr. 
Henry Gunn, Director. The Department also contacted Mr. Paul R. 
Davis, Jr., scout Executive, at the Boy Scouts of America National 
Headquarters in Bethesda, Maryland and obtained lists of names and 
addresses of the boys who participated in Boy Scout Trooo ,740 for 
the entire period the alleged perpetrator was in a leadership role 
within the troop. „ r . Davis also suppUed ^ ^ ^ 

of youth members of the Patuxent chapter Dance Team. This dance 
team was an offshoot of the boy scout troop. once again, the 
alleged perpetrator participated in the Dance Team in a ieadership 



Telephone calls were made to call the parents of the minor 
boys and to the young men (who are now adults) inviting them to one 
°£ two group meetings. These meetings were held at the 
Department's Ager Road office on June 10, 1987 and June 11, 1987 
and were conducted Jointly by Protective Services workers, the CID 
Detectives, and members from the Sexual Assault Center. The 
meetings were not well attended by parents and only five young men 
attended. These five were interviewed privately by Protective 
Service workers after the meeting was concluded. 



2 
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All of the famWies, those who attended th^neetings and those 
who did not attend the meetings were mailed follow-up letters, 
included in these letters was the HDS pamphlet 
Child Sexual ft fr USP 0r p V p nM - np which diS cussed the Physical and 
behavioral signs that are common among children who have been 
sexually molested. if any or some of these symptoms were evident, 
they were urged to seek help through the Sexual Assault Center and 
telephone numbers were included. Services through Protective 
Services were also offered and telephone numbers were supplied. 

As a result of the investigation, seven sexual abuses were 
" copf irmed " and six were "indicated"- Most of the abuse began as 
innitiation into a select group called "the Rowdies". All the 

members of this group were also members of the Boy Scout Troop 

*740, and the alleged perpetrator was again one of the leaders. 

Fifty six (56) cases were determined as " uncertain " and five were 

" ruled out " . 

The number of confirmed and indicated sexual abuse cases is 
very high and raises serious concerns pertaining to the adequacy of 
supervision for all troop activities. It is recommended that no 
troop leader should ever conduct a hike, overnight, or any other 
activity sponsored by the Boy Scout Troop by him or herself. At 
least two leaders should be present at all times. It is also 
recommended that all leaders and potential leaders participate in a 
sexual abuse prevention training program. 



3 
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July 13, 1937 



tfr. Paul Davi3 
Scout: executive 

National Capital Area Council, Mo. 82 



PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 



S03J5CT: David McDonald Rankin 



Dear Paul: 

Thank you for the Confidential Record Sheet and the other information which we 
have received. This material is very thorough and will be the basis for our 
file, which will enable us to refuse registration should attempts be made. 

I would like to know the outcome of the legal action which is taking place 
related to this. If it has now oeen completed, we would like the conviction 
and sentencing if these have occurred. 

Thank you for your help in giving us a complete file. 
Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 

Registration & Subscription Service 



eak 




cc: Northeast Region 
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National Capital Area Council 

Boy Scouts of America 

9190 Wisconsin Avenue, 3ethesda, Maryland 20814-3897 • 301 530-9360 



June 8, 1987 



Mr. Paul V. Ernst 
Director of Registration 
SUM : 0108 

National Office, 8oy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75038-3096 

Dear Paul ; 

Herewith enclosed are confidential record sheets and supporting 
newspaper articles, written statements and memorandum prepared by 
professional staff members related to David M. Rankin and Henry J . 
Whitmer, Jr. 

Both of these former Scouters (registration suspended) should 
be placed on file for future reference. The nature of the charges 
against these individuals is such that future registration should be 
denied for the good of the movement. 

Please let me know if additional supporting documentation is 
required for either individual. 



Serving (rx* Yovtn ot W^sfi/ngnyr, 0. C. , and S<sv+nr»+n Surrounding Covnms ot Ktarvtana and V>n;>ni* 

Un.todG<v^Fund- t redone xsounj 1 Scvnytvm* , SlMfford . Jn rt «o Way ot Fr^onc* Coorrry. >nc . United Wav of Caiv«rt Coon* 
~* Oantgrwi Unrti*} G~+n Fund. Ine . United Way of Culww. Inc. . Wanr*, C<xo» D»v««xy™i and HcJucatwn C^rvnard Unrteo fund 




PRO: jbp 



cc: Kenneth W. Davis, Area Director 
Carl L. Gel! , Legal Counsel 
Dr. Gerard J. Kennedy, Council Commissioner 
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June 4, 1987 



Mr. Paul Davis 
Scout Executive 

National Capital Area Council, no. 32 
PERSONAL <5 CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: David Rankin 

Dear Paul : 

tha?°we y ?an W add flit ^ur^ne^ "° n ,nfon *«°" Scones available so 

Please let us know if we may be of help to you. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 

Registration I Subscription Service 

eak 



Encl . 



cc: Northeast Region 




*g Ji S3 



Friday, May 15, Ml 




SCOUT, f Mm Cl- 



■ in which Ranirfh/'ict&rdfng to court;, 
' d&uWnts^miUed ^ " 

volvemerit 



. , Police { si»i 

rsWtHat^tH^^^^ 

fice would hav£ to determine what, 
effect, if any^tfi^ tape recordings? 
J would have oft the'&fce;* WvCt^ 
• • nye kiir h&fe tlie* aetviftl ticttaX" 




" attorney fot Prlril&'Gedf ge'«; -de£ 
1 dined td ^nhieAt*ib6u l t:th^ tap** 
recordings, becausevot the^ ongofafr 
' criminal investigation bf Rankiri." 
\'- Rankin, /who. ftt^lmi Wttcials? 
^ said has been ( involved vWith ) 
v Scouts of AmerkAj liace- Ms" >outfC ' 
v.led'the troof* thrall ^eekl^AU' 
hall ' adjacent ^Si'lfoW^edieemeii * 



{tSpllory^edieemeri 
: Catholic <%cW&}fe# Park fori 
i' five years. jL^j v~'.j x 
'■ i Tiie*- alle|ed' &M\ Mii accord^. 
, tog to court docUiri*fita; wefe pari;' 
X of a purported irtitia^lon rite tnt& the* 
Order of the , Art6w r .^Vfhfch f|bg> 



( Scout leaders d&ailiedis a Pservloi 
organization ' ^ and " "honor sociely' 
. . within scouting. 



rr . 

f offend .o&frretf^hen? fo'otfier? 
1 1 adults were arourtdthe troop: $bftt£- 
'tof 'the acts were itfie£ecty ton£* 
^fhitted whilOShkfafw^as alone^tfc 
~ one of the youtns^polic* said. '^X' 
' .'. ^Othef ;tlme^| according - to>#&,, 
J parent of^bne^ ol; tW .victims? thevt' 
fl^atts Vere^cohihiitiecl among 
.^r group of youngster^". a& patti&f the? 
-V initiation;, into ^wH^lRahldncaflea^ 
..*th» M RowdieV>Weh^r* ttcwfc 
wimirf^5^;:Thd ''p * 




jMjficap^ If UTe^tofcF ahyone\Vs^tft: ; 
$ anonymously titf W& ftrrified^: 
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vmtributed to IhiS riporl'i 1 



ITT 



i 

CONF013647 



Sex Abuse g 

5 in Adelphi Troop 
Are Alleged Victims 



By Keith Harrigton 

Wfl^lftfliwi Sl«« Writer 



An Adelphi Boy Scout leader has , 
been charged with five counts of child 
sexual abuse for allegedly . having 
members of. his troop perform sex 1 
acts with him as part of a purported I , 
initiation rite, Prince George's Coun- . 
ty police said yesterday. ■ 

David MacDonald Rankin, 28, of 
2113 Rolander St., an Eagle Scout 
and an honorably discharged Ma- 
rine who has led the troop for five 
years, was held last night in the 
county correctional center in lieu of 
$100,000 bond. 

Carl Gelt, general counsel for Boy ' 
Scouts of America and vice presi-* 
dent of the National Capita! Area 
Council Boy Scouts of America, said 
yesterday that he knew of no cases' 
■n the Washington area with so 
■ many alleged victims. 

"It is probably the biggest case of 
thts sort to ever come down the' 
road/ said Geu\ . who added that 
Rankin is one of about 15,000 
scouting volunteers in the area, 
which comprises the District and 16 
counties from Fredericksburg, Va. t 
to Frederick, Md. 

Although the Boy Scouts of 
America has a computerized refer- 
ence system that lists more than 
2,000 former Boy Scout leaders 
who have had problems ranging 
from alcoholism to inability to man- 
age funds, not ail members' names 
make it into the system, , 

In September 1985, a Reston 
scoutmaster who pleaded guilty to 
See SCOUT, B10, Col. 1 




David MacDonald Rankin i Pmn 



Adelphi Scoutmaster 



J£QV%^ fit 



„ ■ — Wlfomts, Gel] said. If Rankin f& 

wted aexwl battery invoivfrift & h V t,tt wouW h * v * «*en accept 
members of his trnn» j» a troop leader. ' P 



- ™—> winery Involvfrift thrM 
members of his troop waTdfacnv 

received a five-year suspended sen- 
cwta said the (nan 1 * name had nev 

SjfcT forwan,cd ,o «" «■£ 

The same month, it was Inn^A 

l-ft^akefleidHighsSS 
er s a,de who a/so worked as af £ • 
"ngton Boy Scout | eader h ^ beeh 
charged with aggravated sexuri 
battery of a iuvenlle\ ■ 86X1,31 

fcl hd ' 6 ? than two later a 
forme,. Annapolis Assistant^ 
Scout leader pleaded guilty to hZ 
-ng sexually abused e^t toysl 
<r<»Pover a fi V e. y ea r 8 per^ Sn 1 h :l 
( J7 ?*» ****«<l Monday night 
three days after thegefieral JSi : 

S ^ " lsrf ^eri rt ,„,dcott«V : 

scoutma^r Tta... /, «W>ps b ■• — 



» dark closet case." ' , " 

* »* Redeemer Catholic Church 
wh«* sponsors Troop 740, said he" 
was shocked when poL Wd h im on 

"•en™ where the troop met. 

Rsnkh, who said In court that he 

■ UUMM n g6 . r Gi,bert Gu *" 
unlimited, a Rockv lle gun shoo 

.^^ffby anothe r mi 4te P ;. 



edV occurred between early Uto 
™d February '1987. police 

So S ,nk ' n :. W| VL in court for a 
bond review, he ar i ng yesterdav J 

^rnoon asked D(slr?cS d & 
fh» I" „ W6nt ln '"''•""i'rlly befort 
X e with the police . 

Cpl. Druce Gentile, a Do/;,, 
spokesman, M id that victims t«M 
investigators that Rankin h7d he 
youths perform the acts as partVan 
motion int0 the Order of the Ar 

senbed as a service organization and 
honor soaety in scouting ' 

frorI h 2 aPParem i 5rWe,iUff ^y 
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5 May 198 7 

TO WHOM IT M AY 1 CONCERN: 

Certain information has come to mv knowledge in mv caoac< tv = s 
che First Counselor to the Bishop of the Carrollton'ward, of the 
Silver Spring Stake, of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, pertaining to the probable comission of offenses unde^ 
tne state of Maryland laws. 



Normally tms knowledge would be classified as confidential in- 
cormation under the relationship between the clerov and a church 
member; however, in view of the gravity of the orobable of*»nses, 
and of the need to ensure that such offenses do not continue to 
°" ur j; tne fucure, and in the best interests of the community, 
and after discussions with higher church oriesthood leade-s, it 
is telt that this knowledge should be made available to the 
appropriate secular authorities for approoriate corrective ac- 
tion. The passage of this information should not be construed as 
a diminution of the rights of the church to keeo aporooriate 
confidential information; or of an agreement that any such >uture 
rights of the church should be so abridged. 

It should also be noted that this document is submitted onlv 
after consultation with the parents of the minor concerned, and 
arter their agreement that such information should be disclosed 
to tne appropriate authorities for corrective action. 

Last summer (1986) I had t he occasion to cond uct a "or—sthood 
worthiness interview" with a member'of the 

cnurcn, m my capacity as a Counselor to the 3ishoD a- chat 
time something in his answers pertaining to his moral status just 
did not ring true." However, after more Questioning t d-c^ded I 
must be interpreting my inspiration on his answers wrongiv, and 
dropped the subject. 



Again about October I talked with 
about his general morality. 



and again questioned him 



Then last 
the legal 
as a chu 
sexual act 
Order of t 
Scouts of 
740 of the 
wenc to 
River dale 
he saw Mr 
trousers d 



fall 




approximately in November, 

°- f^Ms^ 4a t ^^ S^ ^>^M then" aged rs , came to me 
erand told me that: he thought he had observed a 
between and Mr. David Rankin, the leader of the 

he Arrow Dance Team of the Patuxent District of the 3oy 
America. Mr. Rankin is also the Scoutmaster o- Trooo 
same district. flgggEllsaid in effect that when he 
pick up his son from an evening dance practice a: the 
Recreation Center as he walked by a window he 
Rankin crouching over or bent over ^^■with 
own, and that Mr. Rankin was engaging in sex wit 



m 



X 



'AL 
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Upon discussion W said he was not reallv c-~rain h„h m a . 
what it looked ni<p T • y c - tl - ai n, out tnac is 

wronc Ha . I J, 1 Said in effec!: was ifc Possible hs was 

e admired it was, out he did not think so. 

20 yllTs Iince\f a SaVJ a 3oJ Set"" "" ^ Rankin fo < about 15 to 

h ^T^ oTSfd 

hades 9 as he ? a uo h. h^WS 5 "* ln the stains or 

clear view of ^he s L %2 , had ?P°"unity to get a 

wrono 6 - HS agr8ed that Perhaps he had been 



for some weeks as he had e iorkina^R been in church 

Sundays However altu ? W0Cung ?act time ' in cludin g on 
miss ^wever, each time an appointment was made HH would 



Then on Monday, 
that I meet wit 
dence as to Mr. 
building. He s 
his pickup truck 
seen, and that 
that he^had^^i 
Either KtfsBCS ffilj^S i 
on, or ne now 
conversation . 



h 



April 26th, ^^^^P telephoned me and asked 

R^in^^^L^^^^f^Mlt^e'h 8 ^™ 
Mlad'f Wh "; _ i-^^.ding h h e oL hUr L n 

he ha ^ aot-n li^ With Wba ^ bethought he had 
?ac* s 1 ■™^i.ing, ana had admitted 

,ac. seen Mr. Rankin and H in a sexual act 
!lr alreaay a tape recorder in the truck turned 
urned it on, and he had recorded his and HaaaaH 



saia 

group o 
ments of this 
bovs in 



knowrM 




sin< 






I voice . 





He played the tape on the recorder. I have 

was about two years old, and I believe it was 

" C " ct ^ i ! at when ne was inducted into the "underworld* 
the order ot the Arrow one of the initiation re^uire- 
nderworld" was to have sex either wi£h the oJher 
believe this' w^^w^' th « J^lt^leader. Be had beln leT" 

He said that h n a S\° f ^ Arr0W alW3yS had been - 

a bov leade^"or the t ■ ° s * was initi ^ed either bv 

"goofed Jo- - • aduxt leader when some 



said Mr 



'lower" bov had 



of who had had sZy~Zi~^^ Rankin was tne only adult that he knew 

USUa V fdnci pt.j -t . , . 



the 

usua'lv n Dn ,;,L aH -,c"«";"r "? w ," He said the sex 

Mr =Lu °, t ? la - vin 9 w ith each other" but he ^ 

Mr. Rankin naa "sucked" him on the niqht that — 
just at that time. ~ ■■ ■ 



by 



action had occur; 
name a boy 
involved. ThTs" 
atec, but apparen 



Lso said 

had come 

:he latter type of 



He did not state if 
at other £imes, Onthetaoe he 'mentioned bv 
. , and a EE!53£&52SSm who had been 
nad not wanted to participate when initi- 
d oeen talked into it. 



, Xt was ---^ auydcenc trrom the tao* that F9K.1 foi - if 

became known t'-^t he had "-ni^i- w„ i j . ? c c ei " it 

kili-d bv -ne o'^r hS WOUld be beaten or Possibly 

.i^o oy „ne o^.ers, for telling. 3e appeared to be very scared 



also very apparent from the tape that 
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of Mr 
ing o. 
do it 
that 



Rankin and 
■ the violenc 
It seeded 
there was a 



lower world, 



ougnt that Mr. Rankin wou^not do the beat- 
lmself, but that he vouldfave someone el.se 
tnat ^H^ad been told, probably 07 the hovs, 
goon squad" who handled such thinas cor the 



I recommended to^Bi^at he should take this information 
eitner to the Scouting authorities or to the civil autho r???^ 

rfe wanced to discuss this - ' ' — ^„4>^v^ ^^o. 

mother. She in tur n was 
either :o ^Hoc to Bills 
Rankin has a reoutation 



the 



jway he would like; at 
t felt he should go to 
acraid of what would happen, 



first with 
.very afraid - 
■ if 

for violence 



least both 
the Scout 



that violence would be done 
did this . Apparently Mr . 
when things do not haooen 



or them so 
leaders ; | 



do 
believe 



was 



I should add that 
until the present 
was a professiona 
payroll, and that 
like this in ei 
function in Scouti 

II lower worlds" in 
"false doctrine" t 
own . * 



I have been an adult Boy Scout leader from 1955 
/ and from July 1965 through September 1967 1 
1 Scout Executive on the Boy Scouts of America 
m all that time I have never heard of anythina 
ther the Order of the Arrow or from any "other 
ng. In all these years I have never heard of 
tne Order of the Arrow. 1 believe this is some 
nat was introduced by some individual "on their 



Jjjth ^^^g$$M concurrence r discussed the matter verbal w^' th 
1 ' ft °" ^ornoff, the Patuxent District Scout Executive: ^ He 

ac" th SS t B KJ C ?S tS 0C AmeriCa W ° Uld ° e immediate 
^ ' e bu H t tadt the * must have s omething def initive, such as a 

I the , n . discussed the whole matter with Bishop Roy Mcintosh, Jr , 
^^^^^o of the C arrol lton Ward of the church. r then asked 
b ° ° C2 - n 9lKRa to the church that evening to talk with 
tne 3isnoo and have a new priesthood worthiness interview. 



^J^.gj&^t^l!! picked fccaaB 
directly to the church, 
church. The Bishop and 
and 1 went into 



up from his part time job and drove 
The 3ishop and I drove together to 



went into the Bishop's off. 
the next office and talked. 



,ce 



him 
the 
and 



ifta^na — Carae t0 whe " we we " * nd said that 

in taking with E^M. said in effect the same as I had 

neaca on the tape. The Bishop said he had not told ■ about 

tne cape, out had approached it from "how have thinas been going, 

and are you doing anything that is immoral." J 



All 

was 

yes, 

knew 

and 



rour of us therytet together in the Bishoo's office, and it 
oovious from ilH conversation that he had in effect said 
it nad oeen Happening. | | at this time also said that he 

-nfh n ?«° \*\" a ? U i- t . w . h0 had besn involved except Mr. Rankin 
-nat ne did not tnm* any other adults knew about it except 



we three. He also said he had not 



been involved for about three 
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montn* ana tnat ntfad been trying to stay aw^rom the dance 

i?5L^? et i n9S " , hWsaid that incidents hSRccucred at 'the 

Ri/eccale Recreation Center, at some room in the basement of th- 

Sam ltl eem ln* Ch " rCh WhiCh he CaUed " the whe " the dance 

c.am met, ana at various outdoor locations when the team was 
camping. also said that such things had never hapoeied at I 

meeting of Troop 740 that he knew of; 'onl. at til oldeTof the 
Arrow Dance Team events. c oc cne 





— and 1 have discussed this matter since and he believes 

snould be reported to the appropriate authorities, but H 



m pi . iS scared that if he reports it Mr. Rank in m s ome manne 

Will nave DOVSica' v nlsnoa u-HHHHHI ^wm^^monntt 



nave pnysical violence done either co| |, or to ■skww *j 

SL^° th : ^ 1 ? ave . tried to explain that there comes a TimTThTn 

S2sid-S S wa° ^;f 1 i3 / i ?? t , and ign ° Ce the ^"sequences, and thlt 
besides we really don't know that any violence would even be 
attempted, and that that is probably ah a scare to ensure s^cre! 
cy^aut sne is still frightened of the possible conseauences 
m^mnmmj asked would I or the Bishop write the letter that the 
3oy Scouts oc America needs to take the appropriate action. 

The 3ishop_then discussed this matter with the stake President 
Une next nigher church echelon) but then the Bishoo had to leave 
town on business for several weeks. Today I discussed this 
matter witn the Stake President and he concurred that I should 
write the letter in the Bishop's absence. 

Although I have no evidence except that which is perhaos hearsay 
evidence, it is my belief that there is sueeicient reason to 
oelieve moral offenses were committed as well as legal offenses 
and tnat they constitute sufficient orobable cause for further 
mvescigation under the Maryland Child Abuse Acts 



LEE ? . ISOM 
First Counselor to the Bishoo, 
Car roll ton Ward, 
Silver Spring Stake, 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Dav Saints 
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SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



April 30, 1987 



TO: 
FROM: 

CC m 

RE: 



Paul Davis 
Don Fornoff 
Garland Kitchens 

Child Abuse Allegations Regarding OA Danes Team Advisor 



April 27 



4:00 p.m. 

I received phone call from Lee Ison, first counselor of Carrollton Ward, 
LDS Church. Ison is the Scout Coordinator and a past significant 
supporter of district projects. 

Ison was approached by^^m^J pare nt o^^H a member of the OA 

dance team of Patuxent District. ^H-and his wife determined that 
was part of "activities" which call into question the integrity of David 
Runkin, OA dance team advisor and also current Scoutmaster "o f Troop 740 
of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church of College Park, Maryland. HV 
alleges homosexual activity on the part of Mr. Rankin and several (not 
named) boys as part of an OA dance team initiation called the 
"underground". (Thi^oint^hould be confirmed). Mr. Rankin is the 
only adult named. ^^^^^^Jlwas a part of the abusive activity. 

I told Ison that a formal letter was needed by Scouting officials for 
us to act. Garland Kitchens was apprised of the situation* 



11:45 p.m. 



Ison called to inform me the parents would not sign a letter of 
complaint, citing fear that the boy would be taken from then by a child 
protective services program. This development was confirmed after the 
parents, the boy, Ison and Roy Mcintosh, Bishop of the LDS Ward, met 
to determine a course of action. (I believe the parents sought help from 
church leadership as a normal course of action as a Morman family)/ 

The 3ishop and Ison indicated that they would send a letter to the Scout 
Executive if the parents would not, believing the credibility of the 
complaint warranted that action. 
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ADril 28 



Two additional conversations with Ison produce no further action on his 
part or the parents. 

I briefed District Chairman Rick Brandon on the advice of Garland 
Kitchens because Rankin is scheduled to receive the District Award of 
frterit on May 8. Brandon and I agreed the award must not be presented 
(unless the whole allegation "blows up in smoke") . He will proceed to 
accomplish that on a "no questions asked" basis with others involved in 
the awards process. 



ADril 29 



5:00 p.m. 

Phone conversation with Ison again showed no action. However, the Bishop 
has conversed with the stake president and the stake president also 
agrees that the bishop and Ison should send a letter if the parents do 
not" The letter would come to the Scout Executive (hand-carry) by mid- 
week of the week of May 4. 

I asked Ison was he absolutely certain of the credibility of the 
complaint. He replied yes. 



Rer erence 

Lee Ison - 
First Counselor 

Roy Mcintosh 
Ward Bishop 

Lester 
Parent 



David Rankin 
Scoutraster T740 
OA Dance Team Advisor 





Holy Redeemer Catho lic Church 

Sponsor; T740 M 

Rev ♦ Jamison (^p£m #mmim 
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5 May 198 7 



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

th% C 1i? st i ^\fir t o1h%% ^oo° 7 P 00 ^^ 6 in -P-itv as 
Silver Soring Stake, The Churc^o "If CC ^ llt0n W * Cd ' •* 
Saints, pertaining to the ornhfh?* SUS Chris!: of Latt ^ Day 
the state of MarylLd laws Pr °° able "mission oc offenses under 

Normally this knowledge wouiri „i 

formation under the rei ationshi n hf ; aSSl u l ? d as confidential in- 
member; however, in J feS o? ?Si P gr a v^v^ J CUC9y and 3 Chu ^ h 
and of the need to ensure that I - C ^e probable offenses, 

occur in the future, and in the hS2. ? = f nSes d ° no= continue to 
and after discussions with h<aLr J ,; n . tere ? ts ° e the community, 
^ felt that this know edge shouM ^ ? : Lesthood leaders, [t 
appropriate secular autho i? L I maae avai ^ble to the 

tion. The passaae f j C appropriate corrective ac- 

a diminution of t e h C ? snould not ^ construed as 

confidential information; or o? an Ja^fV?. !<8ep W^priate 
nghcs of the church should be so ab?Ic!Jed that afty SUCh future 
It should also be not = d that- - - 

after consultation with the ar t-° pT^ . is submitted only 
after their aoceeraent \ s ? ° f tne minoc concerned, and 

to the appropriate au^ho^rtuL'lorc^^^tlv^^^^ disCio ^ 
Last summer P 986) t ^ ac j thp 

worthiness incerview ; with ^-^^-^^-^^^uct a 'priesthood 
church, in my caoac^'tv a * ^^^^^ ^ ^^Kk a member of the 

time something in his answers oe™fiJ?„V? ^ Bishop - At that 
"^d not ring true." However ? ? " " t0 his moral status just 
must be interpreting my insoi^atfnn « " quest lonin 9 I decided I 
dropped the subiec- inspiration on nis answers wronglv, and 



Again about October I 
about his general moral 



talked with Da'' 3 a-r* ^r^,--, ~ 
tv again questioned 



mm 



Then last fall, 
the legal father 
as a church lea 
sexual act betwe 
Order of the Arr 
Scouts of Americ 
740 of the same 
went to oick u 
Riverdale ~Recre 
he saw M r . Ran 

trousers down, a 




ap pr oximat 
of 

en and Mr . 

ow 



ber , 

«. . then aged 15, came to me 

tnat ne tnought he had obse^v^ a 
Davie Rankin, the leader of the 



Dance Team of the Patuxent District o ^ =, 
dis ^Mr. Ra^^ so , he Scoutma^te^:^ 

??nt eC ^™^^^-"f aTtnl 
^ cro C uc^?nVo S v T^lt^^ - 
nd tnat Mr. Rankin was engaging "ex with 
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wa.5 



was, out ne aid not think so. 
In view of the far 1 - f- n a *- t u - - < 

20 years since h as Scou^nf^ f ° C ab ° Ut 15 t0 

bad or Questionable mor*? rf™ ' as 1 nad never hea ^ anv 

n to donh? "Mr 6 Nankin''- --" S - peC -' ai - ning t0 him ' or had a ^ 



reason to doubt Mr. 
to believe . r felt 
just got a "passing glance 
shades as he walked up. 
clear view of the scene 
wrona . 



:a„s, I found this verv difficult 
must have seen wrong as'he said h^ 
cnrough a crack in the curtains or 
tie nad not had an opportunity to get a 
He agreed that perhaps he had been 



priesthood worthiness interview a dlfeH ^ J° hold . anocne ^ 
for some weeks as he had be*n" wo^ina^^ *™ b ? e V?- Chucch 
Sundays. However Parh ?Tmo " 0cNing . ?ac fc *- ime ' in cludin g on 
miss. Kowev.r, eacn time an appointment was made would 



on Monday, Aor-i ?6th miHHHM u , 

I ^e-t w^h him In* ' telephoned me and asked 

C W1 " h nim ' and ne st *ted tha t now he had solid evi- 



Rankin's actions. r met 



stated that while he and 



Then 
that 

dence as to Mr 
building. He 

his pickup truck he had""accos ted 
seen, and that he had gotten 
-hat he had in fact seen Mr 
Hither ^^^a: already 
on, or he now turned it on, 
conversation . 





at the church 
were riding home in 
with what hethought he had 
alking, andH^B had admitted 
RanKin and Dale in a sexual act 
a tape recorder in the truck 
and he had recorded his and 



boys in the grouo or with -hp aXn* \~ ff - lt0er Wifc h tne other 
believe this was th way the^ orde" oc *hfw. V** ^ ^ t0 
He said that af-er the ^n^i^ rtCC0W alwa y s &ad been, 

a bov leader or ' e 'a m °« tne sex was initiated either bv 
"goofed " He sa ,-5 Mr o , adeC WhSn 3 ° me " lowe ^ bov ha5 
of who ha? had seVw-Ith he "oup was „^. ^ adult that he knew 
group had occasionally had se'x wl^h each *T Y in the 

usually consisted of "olav'nq w^h n - • de , said the se * 

Mr. Rankin had ■ sucked"" hl^n the TaLVntl mUM^ 
oy ^ust at that- M'mo a « " u ^ nat ygagl^ae^ j had come 

action had c ^ l™* ""J. " '»e lattec type of 

name a boy ■ B g a a W^ BM'.?! 3 - °^mj£| he mentioned by 
invo 1 vpn fhic "^5SL^^3r " , d |i*^^LMirr r It ipr ggSl who had been 

h»^»^ S i. alS ° Vs ' y a -°P a - re "t from the taoe tba«c.» j« 
oecame known tha^- hp h^r? * h ^ i ^ * , " »flw i*i u i t 

killed the w ^? ? na ne T UlG bS beaten oc Possibly 

s , .or v.elang. He appeared to be very scared 
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of Mr. Rankin and ^fcought that Mr. Rankin woulAoc do the beam- 
ing or the violence Hims elf , but that he would^ave someone else 
it. It seemed chat ^^Hhad been told, probably by the boys, 
there was a "goon squad" who handled such things for the 
world." 



ao 
that 
" lowe 



I recommended to ^■■■g^ that he should take this information 
either to the Scouting authorities or to the civil authorities. 
He wanted to discuss this first wi th ^^^^^^^^^^^M H^^^^^^^H 

mother. She in turn was very afraid that violence would be done 
either co or to Lester if Lester did this. Apparently Mr. 

Rankin has a reputation for violence when things do not happen 
the way he would like; at least both of them so believe . 
^/KtKg^ felt he should go- to the Scout leaders; ^^^m was 
afraid of what would happen. 

I should add that I have been an adult Boy Scout leader from 1955 
until the present, and from July 1965 through September 1967 I 
was a professional Scout Executive on the Boy Scouts of America 
payroll, and that in all that time I have never heard of anything 
like this in either the Order of the Arrow or from any other 
function in Scouting. In all these years I have never heard of 
"lower worlds" in the Order of the Arrow. I believe this is some 
"false doctrine" that was introduced by some individual "on their 
own . " 

With |te*as^ concurrence I discussed the matter verbally with 

Mr. Don For no ff , the ?a tuxent District Scout Executive. He 
stated that 3oy Scouts of America would of course take immediate 
action, but that they must have somethin g de finitive, such as a 
written statement, or the tape. was s ^iH afraid to 

take any such action. 

I then discussed the whole matter with Bishop Roy Mcintosh, Jr., 
the bishop of the C ar roll ton Ward of the church. I then asked 
P to bringHHMto the church that evening to talk with 
the 3isnoo and have a new oriesthood worthiness interview. 




_ picked ■■■ up from his part time job and drove him 

direcrXy to the church. The 3ishop and I drove together to the 

churc^^^The Bishop and ^gUJwent into the Bishop's office, and 
WT %wXi?7il and I went into the next office and talked. 



After over an hou^the Bishop came to where we were and said that 
in talking wibhBSSESS |S@1 had said in effect the sa me as I had 

heard on the tape. The 3ishop said he had not told BfcSSj about 
the tape, but had approached it from "how have things been going, 
and are you doing anything that is immoral." 



All 
was 
yes , 
knew 
and 



we three, 



four of us chenmet together in the Bishop's office, and it 
obvious from EPSSEl] conve rsat ion that he had in effect said 

it had been happening. BCTt( at this time also said that he 
of no other adult who had been involved except Mr. Rankin 
that he did not think any other adults knew about it except 



He also said he had not been involved for about three 
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n * dd bSen t:yin9 t0 3ta - v aw^from the dance 
^ L St ; n9S ' Wsaid that the incidents hlPoccurred at " he 

f Recreation center, at some room in the basement of the 
• T e T eme " C ^ rch which he called "the pit" where the dance 

'«i ; various outdoor locations when the team was 

me^Ina* oflS i . ,\ hat ^ UCh thingS had nevec happened at a 
meeting or Troop 740 that he knew of; onlv at the Order of the 
Arrow Dance Team events. * ur-er oc tne 



and I have discussed this matter since and he believer 
snould be reported to the appropriate authorises, but 



ohwf . t ? at . 1 f he r< ?- Doct s it Mr. Ranki n in s ome manne r 
-ave pnysical violence done either to|| or to^^^^M 

oc. both. I hav e< tried to explain that there comes a time^hi n 



o-ne must do what is right and ignore the consequences , and that 
;t S 3H we 5 e *Jly know that any violence would even be 

attempted, and that that is probably ail a scare to ensure lecre" 
Mimmtim ^ frightened of the possible conseouences . 

3o^!Hf «? 5™«/° Uld V the 3i3hop wcite the let ter that the 
doy scouts of America needs to take the appropriate action. 

The Bishop then discussed this matter with the Stake President 

own "on Ch T h eChSl0n) but then tha Bishop had to ItVit 

town on business for several weeks. Today I discussed this 
mat_r wicn tne Stake President and he concurred that I should 
write tne letter in the 3isho?'s absence. 

Although I have no evidence except that which is oerhaos hearsay 
^ !^ e ; r ^ ^ belief that there is sufficient reason to 
believe moral offenses were committed as well as legal offenses 

Y C0n3 titute sufficient probable cause for further 
investigation uncer the Maryland Child Abuse Acts 



LSS ?. ISON 
First Counselor to the 3ishoo, 
Carrollton Ward, 
Silver Spring Stake, 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Dav Saints 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Council Executive Board Member 

FROM: Carl L. Cell, General Counsel/VP Program 

DATE : May 13, 1987 

RE: David Rankin - Child Abuse Charges 



On Monday, May 11, i 98 7, David M. Rankin, Scoutmaster 
of Troop 740, was charged by the Prince Georges County 
Police with five counts of child sexual abuse for 
allegedly having members of an Order of the Arrow Dance 
team perform sex acts with him as part of a purported 
initiation rite. The incidents allegedly occurred between 
early 1985 and February of 1987. 

Concern over the matter was first brought to the 
Council's attention on April 27 by a district scouter 
after he has been alerted by a parent of one of the boys. 
The parents had suspicions of the problem since October of 
1986 but did not speak to any one about it, apparently 
fearing physical harm to the boy. 

When brought to our attention, the situation moved "up 
the ladder" from the District Executive to the Scout 
Executive. Paul Davis called me and we reviewed the facts 
as presented in a confidential memo. We felt the 
information gave us reason to contact the appropriate 
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authorities. I went to the Criminal Investigation 
Division of the Prince Georges County Police and explained 
what we knew. They investigated and charges were brought 
against Mr. Rankin within 48 hours. 

Rankin was advised by letter that his registration 
with BSA was suspended and that he must sever all 
relationships with BSA at once. 
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;er 

.Charged in 
Sex Abuse 1 



5 in Adelphi Troop ' , 



By Keith Hamston 

; Waaiuntfoo Post Sta/f Writer *' : 

L / An AdeJphi Boy Scout leader has 
been charged with five counts of 
. child sexual abuse for allegedly hav- 
• ing members of his troop perfonn 
! • sex acts with him as part of an inj. 
j tiation rite, Prince George's County 

I police said yesterday. ^ 

!" " David MacDonaid Rankin, 23, of 
•2113 Rolander St., an Eagle Scout 
and an honorably discharged Ma* 
rine who has led the troop for five " 
years, was held last night in 'the 
county correctional center in lieu of " 
3100,000 bond. 
Carl Geil, general counsel for Boy ' 
' - Scouts of America and. vice presi- : 
r dent of the National Capital Area 
Council Boy Scout3 of America, said 
yesterday that he kenw of no cases 
in the Washington area with so ■ 
many alleged victims. . -VJ 
"It is probably the biggest case'of 
this sort to ever come down the 
road/ said Geil, who added that 
Rankin is one of about 15,000 
scouting volunteers . in the area, 
which comprises the District and 16 ' 
counties from Fredericksburg, Va., 
to Frederick, McL 

Although the Boy Scouts of 
America has a computerized refer- 
ence system that lists more than 
2,000 former Boy Scout leaders 
who have had problems ranging 
from alcoholism to inability to man- 
age funds, not ail members' names 
make it into the system. 

In September 1985, a Restoa ■ 
scoutmaster who pleaded guilty to 
See SCOUT, B10, Coil 
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THE MONTGOMERY JOURNAL WEDNESDAY, MAY 13. 1987 A3 . 

Scout leader faces abuse charges 



By MIKE FOLKS 

Jou/nai start wnt»r 

n n LANHAM 
One Boy Scouts official descnfaed 
David MacDonald Rankin as a "ster- 
ling" choice to be a troop leader. 

"He had been active in his church. 
He had been honorably discharged 
from the U.S. Marines," he had been 
a Scout and had no criminal record, 
said Carl Gell, legal counsel for the 
National Capital Council of Boy 
Scoucs or" America. 

But yesterday, Rankin, 28, of 
Adeiphi, was being held on 
3100,000 bond in the Prince 
George's County Corrections Center 
on charges that over the past two 
years he has sexually abused five of 
the three dozen or so Scouts in his 
College Park troop. 

"It's a shame," said Geil, referring 
to Rankin's arrest on Monday. "It 
was the Boy Scouts — I mvseif — 
who brought this to the Prince 
George's County Criminal Investiga- 
tion Division." 



Police say the sexual abuse took 
place in a room at a College Park 
church where the troop met 
regularly. 

The investigation leading to Ran- 
kin s arrest came after the rather of a 
Scout "saw what he thought was his 
son involved in a sexual act" with 
Rankin last October, according to 
charging documents filed in Prince 
George's District Court. 

"The victim admitted to the abuse 
and stated that several other bovs 
were involved," the documents say. 

The Scout said Rankin had the 
teenage Scouts perform sex acts "In 
order to get into his select Scout 
group" within the troop, the docu- 
ments say. 

Rankin admitted in a written state- 
ment to police that he had been sex- 
ually involved with the Scouts, the 
charging document says. 

At a bond hearing yesterday 
Judge Steven Piatt denied Rankin's 
request that he be released on per- 
sonal recognizance. 



"I went in voluntarily before the 
police asked me. I've cooperated 
with the police all the way through," 
said Rankin, a manager at Gilbert 
Guns Unlimited in RockvUle. 

Piatt cited the severity of the 
charges and the fact that Rankin's 
parents, with whom he lives, were on 
vacation and could not be reached. 

Outside the courtroom yesterday, 
the Rev. John Hamilton, who said he 
has been a family friend of Rankin's 
for rive years, expressed his surprise 
over the charges lodged against the 
Scout leader. 

l Tm upset. Fm deeply shocked 
this has happened," said Hamilton, 
whose church was not the location 
where the abuse is supposed to have 
occurred and did not have any affili- 
ation with the troop. 'Tve always 
known David as a fine young man. " 

Hamilton said Rankin had been 
heavily involved with scouting in his 
younger years and "just worked his 
way up to become a leader." 
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Scout Leader • 
7 AdelpHi Fac.es 
3 More Charges 

SCOUT, From 01 

in which Rankin, according to l court 
' documents, admitted his sexual, in- 
volvement with the youths. ; 'ivil' 

Police spokesman Robert; Law 
said that the state's attorney's~~of- 
fice would have to determine what 
effect, if any,' the tape recordings 
would have on the case. ' V * " 

*We still have the actual victims/ 
: Law said* Three more (alleged vic- 
tims] came forward on their own. 
We didn't discover them tiirough 
tapes.".. . : ; ; 

Robert Bonsib, the deputy state's 
attorney for Prince George's, de- 
clined to comment about the tape 
recordings because of the ongoing 
criminal investigation of Rankin. 

Rankin, who ■ scouting officials 
said has been involved with Boy 
Scouts of America since his youth, 

I the troop that met weekly at a 

adjacent to Holy Redeemer 
■ acholic Church in College Park for 
five years. 

The alleged sexual acts, accord- 
ing to court documents, were part 
of a purported initiation rite into the 
Order of the Arrow, which Boy 
Scout leaders described as a service 
organization and _ honor society 
within scouting. . " 

Police said that the alleged sex 
offenses occurred when no other 
adults were around the troop. 'Some 
'of the acts were allegedly com- 
j ; mitted while Rankin was alone with 
j one of the youths, police said. w 
| Other times, according to the 
, * parent of one of the victims, - the 
j .acts were committed among a 
| .group* or youngsters as part Of the 

■ initiation into what Rankin called 
the "Rowdies," which was a secret 

■ group within the troop. The par- 
ent's version was supported 5y po- 
lice. " ' 1 

"Rankin said he would break their 
kneecaps" if they told anyone, said 

II parent, who asked to remain 
>nymous. "My son was terrified." 

writer Sari Horwitz 
ibuted to this report - 
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